Date

General Randy A. George
Army Chief of Staff
200 Army Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-0200

Dear General George,

As the most senior member of Sergeant Marquees Antwon Quick's chain of command still available to advocate for his recognition, I am writing to personally urge your decisive support for awarding him the Medal of Honor (Posthumous). SGT Quick's extraordinary heroism and ultimate sacrifice on August 19, 2006, in Ramadi, Iraq, a city then under the control of Al-Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) where our forces faced intense combat, demand this nation's highest military honor.

Sergeant Quick was a dedicated and respected leader within 2nd Platoon, F Troop, 1st Cavalry Regiment, Brigade Reconnaissance Troop (BRT), 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division. On that sweltering August day in the P-8 sector of Ramadi, during a critical small kill team (SKT) mission to neutralize insurgents emplacing improvised explosive devices (IEDs) along key supply routes, a mission vital to the safety of countless American and coalition soldiers as well as to the sustained operation of Combat Outpost Grant, Sergeant Quick demonstrated valor that transcends the definition of duty.

In that environment, where Al-Qaeda in Iraq controlled over 70% of the city, enemy fighters launched a coordinated grenade attack on their rooftop observation post. Sergeant Quick, who was positioned nearest to the stairwell, a clear and immediate route to safety, made an instantaneous and conscious decision to move toward the grenades, shielding his fellow soldiers from certain death or grievous injury. According to the proposed citation, "Sergeant Quick, closest to the stairwell, deliberately moved toward the grenades and threw himself between the blasts and his fellow Soldiers, attempting to shield them from the explosions”.

While SGT Quick was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart, at the time, consistent with practices during the deployment's intense operational tempo, more than a decade later, new evidence has come to light that illuminates the true scope of his heroism. Specifically, the updated sworn statement from MAJ Regan Barr (then SGT), who witnessed the attack firsthand, unequivocally states that SGT Quick was "moving towards the grenades, even though he could have jumped down the stairs as he was closest to them”. This single sentence speaks volumes. It reveals the deliberate nature of his sacrifice, a conscious choice made in a split second to place himself in harm's way for the protection of his comrades. It's a testament to his character, his leadership, and his unwavering commitment to those under his charge. The report includes that this decision enabled his surviving teammates to regroup, secure their position, return fire, and call for an immediate medical evacuation, maintaining mission integrity.  

General George, I have read the accounts of those who served alongside Sergeant Quick, and I am deeply moved by his extraordinary heroism and the profound impact his loss has had on those who knew him. His actions that day went above and beyond the call of duty, and the circumstances were not simply responding to the dangers surrounding himself, but a calculated decision to sacrifice himself to protect others. Sergeant Quick’s deliberate and immediate sacrifice mirrors that of CPL Jason Dunham, who received the Medal of Honor in 2004 for similar actions. His valor is a credit to the United States, the U.S. Army, and the values for which Americans serve. SGT Quick reminds us of our own mortality, and the potential for greatness in the face of darkness. His actions meet the high standard required for the Medal of Honor according to the DOD Manual 1348.33-V1.

Therefore, we believe Sergeant Quick should receive the Medal of Honor and ask that you carefully weigh the decision for granting this award to this American hero. I appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,




[Representative Name]
Member of Congress
[Your District]
